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1 OVERVIEW

The United States Department of Education’s College Financing Plan, shown in Figure 1-1, is a
consumer tool that institutions can use to notify students about their financial aid package. The
Department’s “College Financing Plan” is a standardized form. It is designed to simplify the
information that prospective students receive about costs and financial aid so that they can
easily compare institutions and make informed decisions about where to attend school.

Figure 1-1: College Financing Plan

University of the United States (UUS)
Undergraduate College Financing Plan

Studant Hams, idantiNer

Total Cost of Attendance 2022-2023

On Campus Resldencs Off Camipus Residancs
Tuition and fess S 000K

Housing and meals 000 F 0000

Books and suppiles X I0000

Trarsportation FH 000K

Other aducation cosis S 000K

| Eafimated Cost of Atfendance $X,0000 7 yT $XI000/ yT |
Bassd on FAFSA XU yT
As calcuiabed by e using on e FAF3A of o your instiution.

Bagsd on Institutional Methodology HI00EK | yr
Used by most private nstiusons in addion fo FAFEA.

Scholarship and Grant Options

Scholarships and Grants ane consldarsd "GHT ald - na repayment s needed.

College Costs You Will Be Required to Pay

Mat Prics To You
[Total cost of = minus hokal grants and hotal scholarships)

Loan and Work Options to Pay the Net Price to You
"o must nepay loans, plus Inferest and fees.

Faderal Direct Subsidized Loan SN0 T yr

[X306% Interest rate) (0% ongination fee)

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan SHNI00K S yT
[300% Inberest rEte) (0% ongination fee)
Total Lean Options $LXI00K 1y
* For federal shadent loans, odgination fees are deducted from loan _—
procERss. Uriverstty of the United States (UUS)

i Financial Al Ofice

o vian e
'fou may hawe other opfons o repay the remaining costs. These Anytown, ST 12345

ki oy Talaphone: [123) 456-T890

« Panent FLLE loanes, which your pareni can apply for ‘E-|H|Z nanciatakdfiues adu

& Mon-Federal Privaie education loan, which you or your parent can appty P

fior afier passing & credit check * Loan Amounts

& Dther Milary or Nabional Service Benefis
- ! | Hote that e amounts listed are the maximum avallabie i youTo
Cusiomized Information from ULIE l2am about lnan repayment cholces and caiculate your Federal

monthly payment, go to: hitps:ishudentaid o

e

Naxt sieps

L




Coat of mlm The bofal amount inot Rciuding granis and scholarships) that it will mmbmbmdmﬂmmﬂmm
(GO Indudes ition and fees; howsing and meals; and aliowances for bools, supplies, loan fees, and

miscefianecus and personal EXpEnSes, uhummuhmmﬂumd‘upﬂmﬂcmmﬂ'mﬂmbadmm lldmme
costs for digible study-abmad programs. For studenis attending less: than hai-time, the: COA InCludes tuition and fees; an alowance for books, supplies, and
transportation; and dependent CiFE EXpEnses.

Dirsct Subsigized LOGN: Loans that S LS. Department of Education pays the interest on wille you're In school nmmhmnmnm
arfier youl leave sohool (refemed o as 2 grace pericd”), and dering a period of L] weni of inan

Direct Unsubsidized Loan" Loans that the bomower |5 nesponsible for paying the interest on during al periods. I you choose not io pay the interest while
YO B IN SChoo] and durng QRacE [ernods and cafarmant of Tfbearancs DENGS, YOUF RSarsss will CCTUS |BCCUMLESSS| and e capitsilzad (Tt 15, your
Infenest will be added io B principal amount of your loan).

[Familly Contributhon: A number wsed by your school o micsiaie the amoun of federal student aid you are elighbie io recefve. [ is based on the
firancisl information provided in yoar Fres Application for Federl student Ald (FAFEA]. This 15 not the amount of monsy your tamiy wil Fave 1o pay for
coliege, nor s & the amount of fedeml studentald you will receive.

Fadaral Work-Study. A federal student sid program St provides part-tme emplioyment whils S student ks enmilisd In school ko help pay his or ber
education expenses. The student must seek out and apply for work-shady jobs &t his or her school. The student will be paid direcily for the howrs be or she
'works may not autormaiically be crediied o pay for instutional tulion or fees. The amount you eam cannot excesd the total amount swarded by e school for
the award year. The avallability of work-sbudy jobs varies by school. Piease noie that Federal Work-Eiudy eamings may be taed In cerfain scenanos; bowever
the InCome you sam will not be Courtss agaINst YOU WhEn Caicuating your Expacted Family Contribubion of e FASFA

mﬂmpﬂ Student akd Sumds that do mof have io be repakd. Granés are often nesd-based, while scholsrships are usually mest-based.
[ Corasionally you might have io pay back part or all of a grant 1, for exampie, you wihdraw from school before finishing a semester. f you wuse a grant or
scholarship o cover your Iving expenses, the amount of your scholarship may be count=d as tasabile Income on pour s Fetum.

LOans: Borowsd monsy that Must b repaid with IRSsn=st. Loans om the feders] gowsmment typically Fave 3 kowar InSenesst rass San loans e private
lenders. Federal loans, listed from most advanisgeous io least advantapecas, are called Direct Subsidzed Leans, Direct Unsubsidized Loans, and Fament
FLUE Loans. You Can find more IRformation about federl ioans ot ShudentA il go.

Met Prics: Pmmmd'mea-cmalcnnmammunmrl:wmmlumunmhammnmmmmﬂmmmmu
atiend a particular schoal. Net price s determined by aking the: 's oost of any grants and scholarships for which the:
shudent may be eligible.

Non-Federal Privaie Education Loan: A prvass stucaton ioan i 3 ioan IS5usd SYpressly for poStsarondary stucabion SIpansas io 8 DOmower (siher
through the educational insStution or drectly to the bomower) from a private educaional lender, rather Bhan a3 2 THe IV, HEA ioan offered by the Department
ol Echacation.

mmm.ﬂnw&cmﬂ by & IEnder for PIOCESSNg & NEw loan appdication. It s compensation for pung the ioan in pace. Ongination fess
are quoted as & percentage of the fotal loan.

Parent Plus Loan: A ican availabie to the parents of dependent undengraduaie students for which the borrower |5 fully responsibie for paying e Interest
regandess. of the loan status

Teach Grant Program: Provides. grants of up io 54,000 & year o stusents who ane COmpisting or pian i compiete COUMSE Work nesded i begin 2 career o
ieaching. H you do not meet the requirements of your service cbligafion, all TEACH Grants you recefved will be converted o Direct Unsubsideed Loans. You
must repary these loans in full, Iﬂhh’hﬂ'ﬂtﬂ’mlnm the date of =ach TEACH Grant disbursement. Service obiigaion information can be found af

TI.IIﬂDI'IPs]!l‘BII PlanC & surtior paymesnt s offensd by an Rstiuton may sliow sudents io spread out their payrents. ItiRckdes an extension of credit of
30 darys or less In witich e educational instiulion s the lender, or of one year of less wihere an interest ate will not be appled io the credit payment.

VA Educathon Bansfits: Benefis that help Veferans, service members, and Seir qualiied family members with nesds. ke paying colleps fultion, Snding e
right school or raining program, and getting career counselng. You can find more information here- b Frww va oovieducaiion!.

For meare information vich hitpe-Uchssentad. gos.

1.1 Introduction

This Technical Reference Guide provides programmer specifications and record layouts for
vendors and/or institutions that choose to adopt the College Financing Plan. This guide offers a
methodical approach, rather than a task-oriented approach, to implementing the tool. It is
intended for users who are already familiar with, or interested in using, the College Financing
Plan as a supplement or replacement to the institution’s existing award letter.

The framework/structure of the College Financing Plan is designed using Hypertext Markup
Language (HTML), and the actual file containing the HTML code is provided by the U.S.
Department of Education. This document will give you a better understanding of the various
elements required to produce and populate the applicable fields using the institution’s existing
data. In addition, this document assumes that the reader understands HTML, and has the required
knowledge to edit the provided code.

1.2 Important Contact Information

Please direct any questions, feedback, or comments to the U.S. Department of Education at
collegefinancingplan@ed.gov. For more information on producing the College Financing Plan,
including information on the HTML file, please visit
https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html.



https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/financial-aid-shopping-sheet

2 DATA LAYOUT

Figure 2-1 provides annotations for the College Financing Plan template.

Figure 2-1: Annotated College Financing Plan

ANNOTATED
College Financing Plan - o

UL LU University of the United States (UUS)
CRLEAE I Undergraduate College Financing Plan
issued (right side)

Total Cost of Attendance 2022-2023

Individual student’s OnCampus Residance Off Campus Residencs
cost of attendance | [Tl sndfess R
Housing KKK X000
Bocks and surples
pora 30
Other scucalion costs FUOOK
Estimate Cost of Atsncance SARRK 10 SEARK
Expected Family

Contribution based
on FAFSA and b [P0

| iogy TRKKK
U e by o pivale mabldions in #5on to FAFGA.

Scholarship and Grant Cptions
Schalarsps and Grants are coneidersd ‘G - nc repa,

The sum of each
grant sub-
category appears
here; campus-
based FSEOG and
TEACH Grants
would appear here
under

Grants"

NET PRICE

Federal loan  |Federa i study IOy Aid awarded by
ix ipaation & i) X
Loan o So0k iy school but
erest o) (3-55% a paton fes) o SRR e eamed through
Total Laan Options e

School contact
details for more
information and
| next steps

Space for institution - 4 "
to send custom b [—"’"—' J
message

NOTE: Institutions may contact Collegefinancingplanied.gov to indicate their commitment to use the College Financing Plan. Student
institutior i the C: inancing Plan to that e-mail address. Visit the College Financing Plan’s page

ackground about the development and adeption of the College Fi

Outlined below are the data elements in each section and the information required to produce and
populate the College Financing Plan.

2.1 Student Information

This section contains information specific to the institution and the prospective student including
the estimated cost of attendance, possible grant and scholarship aid, work options, loan options,
and so on. The data required to populate the Student Information section are provided by the
institution. Table 2-1 outlines each “Subsection” and provides a “Description” of its intended use



Table 2-1: Student Information Section

Student Name/Identifier The prospective student’s name and identifier
(as assigned by the institution).

Date Issued The month, day, and year that the College
Financing Plan was created to notify the
prospective student about their financial aid

package.

Institution Name The name of the institution providing the
College Financing Plan.

Total Cost of Attendance 2022-2023 This information is generated by the institution

itself and should provide a clear understanding
of the costs associated with one year of

enrollment at the institution for the named
* Books and supplies student.

* Transportation
e Other education costs

e Tuition and fees
* Housing and meals

e Estimated Cost of Attendance

Expected Family Contribution At most institutions, the expected family
* Based on FAFSA contribution is based on the FAFSA results;
« Based on Institutional Methodology however, if an institutional methodology is used,
that result may be provided.
Scholarship and Grant Options This should include all financial aid options
Scholarships available to the named student to assist with the
Merit Based Scholarship costs outlined above.

* Scholarships from your school
* Scholarships from your state
*  Other scholarships
* Employer paid tuition benefits
* Total scholarships
Grants

Need-Based Grant Aid
* Federal Pell grants
e Institutional grants
*  State grants
e Other forms of grant aid

e Total grants

VA Education Benefits Benefits that help Veterans, service members,
and their qualified family members with needs
like paying college tuition, finding the right



College Costs You Will Be Required to Pay

* Net Price
Loan options

* Federal Direct Subsidized Loan
*  Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan
* Total Loan Options

Other Options

*  Tuition payment plan offered by the
institution

* Parent PLUS loans, which your parent
can apply for

* Non-Federal Private education loan,
which you or your parent can apply for
after passing a credit check

*  Other Military or National Service
Benefits

Work options

*  Work-Study hours per week
(estimated)

e  Other Campus Job
e Total Work

Customized information

For more information and next steps

* Financial Aid Office Contact Information
(Address, Telephone, and E-mail)

school or training program, and getting career
counseling.

This number reflects the net cost of attendance
for the named student after grants and
scholarships are taken into account.

At most institutions, the recommended loan
amounts for the named student are based on the
FAFSA results; however, an institutional
methodology may also be used.

Students may have other options to repay the
remaining costs.

At most institutions, the expected work award
amounts for the named student are based on
the FAFSA results; however, an institutional
methodology may also be used.

Institutions can use this section to add
additional, customized information specific to
the institution and the named student.

Specific contact information for the
institution’s financial aid office including the
address, telephone number, and e- mail
address.

Table 2-2 lists each “Element” used within the Student Information section, along with its
assigned “Control ID” (as it is displayed within the College Financing Plan HTML code).

Table 2-2: Element and Control ID for Responsive College Financing Plan

School Name
Student Name/ldentifier

school-name

student-name



Date Issued
Download Button
Cost Section Header
Tuition and fees

On-campus housing and meals

Off-campus housing and meals

Books and supplies
Transportation
Other educational costs

Estimated Cost of Attendance On campus
Estimated Cost of Attendance Off campus

Expected Family Contribution Header
Based on FAFSA

Based on Institutional Methodology
Scholarships Section Header
Scholarships from your school
Scholarships from your state

Other scholarships

Employer Paid Tuition Benefits
Total Scholarships

Grant Section Header

Federal Pell Grants

Institutional Grants

State Grants

Other forms of grant aid

Total Grants

VA Education Benefits

VA Education Benefit

College Costs You Will be Required to Pay
Header

Net Price
Loan Options Section Header
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan

Federal Direct Subsidized Loan Interest Rate

date-stamp
download-btn
costs-table
costs-tuition-and-fees

costs-housing-and-meals-on- campus

costs-housing-and-meals-off- campus

costs-books-and-supplies
costs-transportation
costs-other-education-costs

costs-total-estimated-cost-on- campus
costs-total-estimated-cost-off- campus

family-table
family-fafsa-cost
family-institution-cost
scholarships-table
aid-scholarships-school
aid-scholarships-state
aid-scholarships-other
employer-paid-tuition-benefits
aid-total-scholarships
grants-table
aid-grants-federal-pell
aid-grants-institution
aid-grants-state
aid-grants-other
aid-total-grants

va-education-table
va-education-benefit

net-price-table

net-price-total
loan-options-table
loan-options-federal-direct-subsidized

loan-options-federal-direct-subsidized-rate



Federal Direct Subsidized Loan Origination Fee

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan Interest Rate

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan Origination Fee

Total Loan Options

Work Options Section Header
Work-Study

Work Study Hours

Other Campus Job

Total Work

loan-options-federal-direct-subsidized-loan-
origination_fee
loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized
loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized-rate

loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized-loan-
origination_fee

loan-options-total
work-options-table
work-options-work-study
Work-options-hours-per-week
work-options-other-campus-job

work-options-total



3 GLOSSARY

The Department has added a glossary as a second page to the College Financing Plan.
This addition will help better explain financial aid terms used on the College Financing Plan to
students, financial aid administrators, and guidance counselors.

Figure 3-1: Glossary
Glossary of College Finanacing Plan for Undergradauate School students

Coet of Attendance (COA): Tre il amount (not inciudng granis and schalkarships) that it will cost you i go o School during the 2002-23 school year
COW InCludes wiftion and Tees; howsing and meals; and allowances for books, supplies, ransportation, ioan fees, and dependent cars. [t aio Inciudes
miscelianecus and personal expenses, such a5 an alowance for the rental o purchase of a personal compuier; costs related o a dsabilEy; and reasonabie
Costs for sigiie shudy-abmead programs. For students attending less than haf-tme, the COA InClutes fution and fees; an alowance for books, suppdes, and
transportation; and dependent G EXpENSEs.

Direct Subsidized LOan: Loans that S U2 Department of Education pays the inferes on witlls you'ne In schood at least haftme, fSor S Srst sy mone.
arfiesr you leave soiwool (refemed o s & grace period”), amd dering a perod of deferment (3 posiponerment of ioan payments |

Direct Uinsubsidizad LOGNT Loans that the: bomower |5 esponsible for paying the inferest on during all periods. B you chooss not b pay the inferess whils
¥ou are In school and dering grace periods and deferment or forbearance periods, your inferest will accrue (accumuiate] and be capiisibned (ot 1=, your
Imierest wil be added fo B principal amount of your loan ).

eruhuﬁ-ycﬂrﬁmﬂm:mmmnmmtmmmum student ald you are =lghie io recehee, |t ks bassd on the
Trancisl information prosrided In your Fres Application for Fedeml student Ald (FAREA]. This Is not the amount of money your famiy will Fave io pay for
colispe, o |5 | the amount of federl student akd youwll eoske.,

Fadaral Work-Study” A tederl student aid program Tl provides park-tme: empioymeni whils Be student bs enmllsd In school io help pay his or ber
education expenses. The student must seek out and apply for work-shady jobs at his or her school. The student will be paid direciy for the bowrs be or she
works may not auiomaiically be credlied bo pay for insifutional tulion or fees. The amount you eam cannot exceed the iofsl amount swanded by S school for
the swand year. The avallabiity of work-shudy jobs varies. by school. Piease noie that Fedeml Work-Edudy samings may be faored in cerfain scenaros; howewer
the iIncome you eam will not be oounied ag@inst you when calculating your Expeched Familly Conbribulion on e FAEFA

MHMMZMHMMMNMIHMGHMM nesd-based, whie scholarships are wsually merdt-based.
‘Cocasionally you might hase Bo pay back part or all of & grant ¥, for sxampis, you wiSdres from school before frishing a semesher. I you wse a grant or
1o cover your Iving expenses, the amownt of your scholarship may b= counk=d a3 taombls noome on your By retum,

LiO@ns: Borrowed money that must be repaid with infenest. Loans fom the Ssderal govemment typicaly fave a iower int=rest rabe San loans from privale
lenders. Fesderal loans, lisbed from most sdvaniageous i leash advantagecus, an: caled Dired Bubsidzed Loans, Diredt Unsubsidized Loans, amd Fanent
FLLUSE Loans. You can find more Information about federal oans at Studentid o

Mot Prics; &n sstimaie of S schusl cost St s student anad Bis or her famiy nesd io pay In 8 ghves year i cover education svpensas for B sudent to
ati=nd & particulsr school. Mef prioe s detemined by @3king the institution's cost of at=ndanos and subiraciing any grants and scholarships for which the:
siudent may be aligibie.

Mon-Federal Privale Education Loan: & private sducation loan s a loan lssued expressly for postsacondany education sYpensss ina bomower (sther
through the sducational insStution or directy b the borowss) fom a pivabe sducaional isnder, rather Sam as 2 THe [V, HEA oan offensd by the Department
ol | Education.

mpﬂmﬁmcmmhemdwmmumummwmm ItIs compensation for peifing the loan In place. Origination fees
ae quoisd as a pencentage of the iotal loan.

Parent Pius Loan: A loan availabie o the parents of dependsnt andengraduate sudents for which the bormower |5 fully responsitie for paying e interest
regandiess of the loan status.

Teach Gramt Program: Prosides. grants of up bo 54,000 a year o students who ans compieting or pian io compiete course work nesded io begin a career n
‘teaching. If you do not mest the requirements of your serdoe cbligation, al TEACH Grants you recehved will be comeerted o Direct Unsubsidired Loans. You
mﬂrﬂﬂ]ﬂ!ﬁmhﬂl Hmmrﬂtmm the daie of each TEACH Grant disbursement. Service obligation imrmation can be found at

WMWMAWMMMWNMWHWMwaMM It IncCiudes an extension of oredit of
‘30 days oF k255 In wiich S educational irstiulion s the lemder, or of ome year o less wihere a6 interest mte will not be appled io the credt payment.

VA BEducation Benallls. Benefis that help Veterans, senvice members, and Bedr qualfed family members with nesds ke paying collsge Ruiion, Snding e
right school or raining program, and getting carser counseing. You cam Snd mone information Fere b Frww v povisducasion’.

For more information vic hitpe:ichsdentald. gore.
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